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Emergency
• Emergency is a term describing a state. It is a managerial term,
demanding decision and follow-up in terms of extra-ordinary
measures (Oxford Pocket Dictionary, 1992). A "state of
emergency" demands to "be declared" or imposed by somebody
in authority, who, at a certain moment, will also lift it. Thus, it is
usually defined in time and space, it requires threshold values to
be recognized, and it implies rules of engagement and an exit
strategy. Conceptually, it relates best to Response.



Emergency Preparedness
Actions taken in anticipation of anemergency to facilitate rapid, effectiveand appropriate response to thesituation (Inter-Agency ContingencyPlanning Guidelines for HumanitarianAssistance 2001).

Emergency Threshold
Mortality rate above which anemergency is said to be occurring.Usually taken as a crude mortalityrate of 1 per 10 000 per day, or asan under-five mortality rate of 2 per10 000 per day (ODI/HPN paper 52,2005, Checchi and Roberts).
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WHO has the following grade definitions

Ungraded:
an event that is being assessed, tracked or monitored by WHO but that requires noWHO response at the time.

Grade 1:
a single or multiple country event with minimal public health consequences that requiresa minimal WCO response or a minimal international WHO response. Organizationaland/or external support required by the WCO is minimal. The provision of support to theWCO is coordinated by a focal point in the regional office.

Grade 2:
a single or multiple country event with moderate public health consequences thatrequires a moderate WCO response and/or moderate international WHO response.Organizational and/or external support required by the WCO is moderate. An EmergencySupport Team, run out of the regional office (the Emergency Support Team is only runout of HQ if multiple regions are affected), coordinates the provision of support to theWCO.

Grade 3: 
a single or multiple country event with substantial public health consequences thatrequires a substantial WCO response and/or substantial international WHO response.Organizational and/or external support required by the WCO is substantial. AnEmergency Support Team, run out of the regional office, coordinates the provision ofsupport to the WCO.



What is WHO's role in Emergencies?

WHO is committed to saving lives and reducing suffering during times of crisis – whether causedby conflict, disease outbreak or a disaster. The new WHO Health Emergencies Programmeaddresses the full risk management cycle, meaning it works with countries to address emergenciesbefore they happen by working on prevention and preparedness, helps in the response to theemergency, and also, once the initial event has passed, on recovery. The new Programme buildson WHO’s years of experience working with countries in emergencies.
Why is the WHO Health Emergencies Programme needed?
Worldwide, a record 130 million people are in need of humanitarian assistance, and diseaseoutbreaks are a constant global threat. To meet the immediate health needs of crisis-affectedpopulations at the same time as addressing the underlying causes of their vulnerability, WHO mustbe part of a broader change in the way the international community prevents, prepares for, andresponds to crises



Hurricane Matthew in Haiti 
WHO/PAHO quickly established 2 new field offices, deployed multinational teams of experts to support thegovernment’s efforts to provide health services to affected areas, and sent essential supplies andmedicines. Anticipating increased numbers of cholera outbreaks, WHO/PAHO prepositioned cholerasupplies in at-risk areas. WHO/PAHO also evaluated health structures and services in Haiti to prioritizeneeds.

Yellow fever outbreak in Africa WHO and partners supported the vaccination of at least 17 million people this year in response to theyellow fever outbreak in Angola and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, in complex campaigns thatcame together in a matter of weeks.

Response to Zika virus
Within 10 days of the declaration of Zika and its associated complications being declared a Public HealthEmergency of International Concern, WHO worked with 23 agencies to develop a common strategic andoperational plan. WHO’s Contingency Fund for Emergencies was used for rapid initial cash disbursement.WHO developed and rapidly distributed guidance to help countries in all aspects of the Zika response,from caring for affected infants, to eliminating mosquitoes, to strengthening health services for pregnantwomen living in affected areas.

Conflict in north eastern Nigeria In north eastern Nigeria, within 6 weeks of scaling up its emergency operations, WHO supported setting up adisease alert system in 160 health facilities which serve 85% of the 1.6 million displaced people in Bornostate.
No organization can act alone in emergencies. WHO regularly collaborates with partner networks to leverage and coordinate the expertise of hundreds of partneragencies.





































…in un periodo di scarsità di risorse






