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1. Controls on the placing on the market and use of plant protection products (PPP's): 
national legislation 

 
In Italy the official control plan checks the use of plant protection products on the market according 

to art. 17 of Legislative Decree (LD) no. 194 of 17 March 1995 transposing Directive 91/414/EEC. 

This article establishes that the Ministry of Health, after consulting the Ministry of Agriculture and 

the Ministry of Environment, adopts national annual plans for the official control of PPPs on the 

market to verify compliance with the requirements set out by LD n. 194 and with the relevant 

conditions applicable, and to control their use, according to the indications reported on the labels. 

The Ministerial Decree (MD) of 9 August 2002 laying down the "Adoption of the plan for the 

official control on the placing on the market and use of plant protection products for the years 2002-

2006" was published in September 2002. It outlines general provisions and the ways of transmitting  

results by the 19 Italian regions and the 2 autonomous provinces, with a set of annexes which 

illustrate specific guidance for a correct drafting of the above plan.  

Decree of President of Republic (DPR) n. 290 of 23 April 2001, amending in some parts of LD n. 

194, simplifies some procedures regarding production, placing on the market and sale of PPP's and 

relatives adjuvants. In particular, regarding the placing on the market and sale of PPP's, DPR n. 290 

establishes that it's possible to grant an authorisation to sellers by the health authority identified by 

each region, after verifying the suitability of premises destined to sale and after controlling the 

professional certificate of the seller. 

DPR n. 290/2001 establishes that buyers of very toxic, toxic and harmful PPPs must have specific  

authorisation (licence) to purchase PPPs, granted by the competent regional office. 

The Regions and Autonomous Provinces, and other local authorities concerned, in private 

agreement with Local Health Units (LHUs), organise appropriate obligatory refresher courses for 

the instruction and training of people involved in the sale and use of PPPs and their adjuvants.  

 
2. Organisation of controls 
 
Specific criteria for the monitoring and placement on the market, sale and use of PPPs, are 

illustrated in annexes to MD 9 August 2002. These criteria, in particular, set out the goals of 

monitoring, control location and the methods for developing criteria and presenting results. 

The Ministry of Health is responsible for reporting the results of inspections undertaken at a local 

level. The Ministry of Health -General Direction of Food Safety and of Nutrition  is in direct 

contact with the regions and the autonomous provinces which, in their turn, are responsible for the 

collection of data from LHUs. The annual reports developed by the Ministry of Health also include 

data related to the activities of Carabinieri (CCH is acronym of Carabinieri Command for Health) 
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which mainly have repression tasks, and the Central Italian Inspectorate for Fraud (CIFR) of the 

Ministry of Agriculture, whose aims are mainly intended to prevent commerce frauds related to 

PPPs.  

In order to provide direct access to the PPPs legislation and general conditions for use, the Ministry 

of Health has set up a web site 

(http://www.ministerosalute.it/alimenti/sicurezza/sicApprofondimento.jsp?lang=italiano&label=pro

&id=162&dad=s)  

containing the following information: 

 national legislation; 

 documentation for authorisation of adjuvants 

 authorisation procedures  

 database on authorised PPPs;  

 list of revoked PPPs according to Reg. 2076/2002/EC; 

 list of active substances included in annex 1 to directive 91/414/EEC;  

 latest version of the national legislation on maximum residue limits; 

 reclassification of PPPs according to dir. 2006/8/EC; 
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3.Results 
 
In the following page are reported the results of the control on placing on the market and use of 

plant protection products PPPs 

 

Tab 1:Controls on placing on the market and use of plant protection products (PPPs)   
for Regions /Provinces 

YEAR 2006 CONTROL ON SALE 
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Abruzzo / / / / / / / / 

Basilicata 77 34    28 6  

Calabria 243 3  3  3   

Campania 406 72 1 7 15 23 4 22 

Emilia Romagna 219 4   0 2 0 2 

Friuli Venezia Giulia 39        

Lazio 310 23  2 5 8 3 2 

Liguria 113 6      6 

Lombardia 308 156 1 34 16 72 22 11 

Marche 144 16  1  13 2  

Molise / / / / / / / / 

Piemonte 356 22 0 2 6 10 3 1 

Provincia Bolzano 61 1      1 

Provincia Trento 27 0       

Puglia 371 6  2    4 
Sardegna 32 11   1 4 1 5 

Sicilia 330 11  9  10 22 11 
Toscana 330 33 0 4 0 15 0 14 
Umbria 27 1  1     

Valle d’Aosta 5 0       

Veneto 384 60 1 11 7 27 7 8 

TOTALE 3782 459 3 76 50 215 70 87 
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In the tab 1 are reported the results on control on sale shared for Regions/Provinces   

The total number of the controls are 3782 but the infringements are 459. We can observe that the 

Region that did the highest number of controls was Campania and the Region where there was the 

highest number of the infringement was Lombardia 

Tab 2:Controls on placing on the market and use of plant protection products (PPPs) 
for Regions/Provinces 

CONTROL LABELLING  
AND PACKAGING 

YEAR 2006 
PACKAGING        
(art 15.1 d.lvo 

194/95) 

LABELS            
art.16 D.L.vo 16 

194/95 
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Abruzzo  / /  /  /  

Basilicata 7   15   

Calabria 309   392   

Campania 121   157   

Emilia Romagna  0   0   

Friuli Venezia Giulia 5   80   

Lazio 481 1 462   

Liguria 129   67   

Lombardia 184 0 253   

Marche 143   137   

Molise /  /  /   / 

Piemonte 92   151   

Provincia Bolzano 256   262   

Provincia Trento 20   20   

Puglia  956   1117   
Sardegna 0    0   

Sicilia 875   1046   
Toscana 812   998   
Umbria 27   27   

Valle d’Aosta 4   4   

Veneto 429   454 2 

TOTALE 4850 1 5642 2 
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In the Tab 2 are reported the results on control packaging and label shared for Regions/Provinces. 

The total number of the controls was 10492 but the infringement were only 3 

We can observe that the Region that did the highest number of controls is Sicilia. In the whole 

national territory there were found few infringements  

Tab 3:Controls on placing on the market and use of plant protection products (PPPs) 
For Regions/Provinces 

YEAR 2006 CONTROL ON COMPOSITION OF PPPs 
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Abruzzo /  /  /  /  /  /  
Basilicata 0      
Calabria 5           

Campania  0           

Emilia Romagna  24 12         

Friuli Venezia Giulia 0      

Lazio 0       
Liguria 5           

Lombardia 20 0         
Marche 1 0         
Molise /  /  /  /  /  /  

Piemonte 6 0         

Provincia Bolzano 0        

Provincia Trento 2           

Puglia  9           
Sardegna             

Sicilia 153 5   5     
Toscana  0          
Umbria  0           

Valle d’Aosta 4        

Veneto 19           

TOTALE 248 17 0 5 0 0 
 
In the Tab 3 are reported the results of the control on composition PPPs for Regions/Provinces  

The total controls were 248 and the total infringments were 17  
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The Region with the highest number of the controls was Sicilia and the highest number of 

infringements were found in Emilia Romagna  

Tab 4:Controls on placing on the market and use of plant protection products (PPPs) 
For Regions/Provinces 

YEAR 2006 CONTROL ON USE AT USER LEVEL 

REGIONE 
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Abruzzo  /  /  / /  /   /  /  / /  

Basilicata 16                 

Calabria 86                 

Campania 299 12   1 1   3 5 2 

Emilia Romagna  144 13   2     3 3 11 

Friuli Venezia Giulia  14                 

Lazio 43 17       4 1 1 10 

Liguria 98 1       1       

Lombardia 502 80 1   9 23 1 46   

Marche 233       6   6 6   

Molise /  /   / /   / /  /  /  /  

Piemonte 87 10 9 9         1 

Provincia Bolzano 9                 

Provincia Trento 0                  

Puglia  106 18     16       2 
Sardegna  0                 

Sicilia 118 9       4   5 2 
Toscana 227 33 0 4 0 4 0 1 24 
Umbria 8 1             1 

Valle d’Aosta 5 0               

Veneto 646 144     30 71 1 71 37 

TOTALE 2641 338 10 16 62 107 15 138 90 
 
In Tab 4 are reported the results of the control use at user level for for Regions/Provinces 

In general 2641 were performed inspections and 338 infringements were found. 

The Region that did the highest number of controls and infringements was Veneto. 
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Table 5:Controls on placing on the market and use of plant protection products (PPPs)  

Regional Health Authorities 
Year  2006 Number of  controls 

1. Control on sale   

Inspections 3782 

Infringements: 459 

Unauthorised products 3 

Unauthorised sale 76 

Inappropriate storage conditions 50 

Inappropriate structure 215 

Sellers without professional certificate 
70 

Other (specify) 87 

    

2. Control labelling and packaging   

Packaging - (art. 15.1 D.L.vo 194/95)   

Inspections 4850 

Infringements 1 

Labels -  (art. 16 D.L.vo 194/95)   

Inspections 5642 

Infringements 2 

    

3. Control on composition of PPPs   

Analysis 248 

Infringements: 17 

Identity of active substance   

Content of active substance 5 

Unacceptable physical and chemical properties 
  

Other (specify)   

    

4. Control on use at user level   

Inspected farms 2641 

Infringements: 338 

Use of unauthorised products 10 

Unauthorised use of authorised products 
16 

Safety precautions not respected 62 

Inappropriate storage conditions 107 

Lack of licence 15 

Lack of treatment book 138 

Other (specify) 90 

 

In the table 5 an overview of the results presented for 2006 by the Regional Health Authorities is 

reported. 
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Fig 1 Controls on placing on the market and use of plant protection products (PPPs) 
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As reported in Fig 1 and in Tab 5 the highest number of controls from Regional Health Authorities 

was done in the fields of control on the label and the highest number of infringement was in the 

field of control on sale  

 

In respect the last year, the controls of Regional Health Authorities are raised of 36% while the % 

of ratio infringement / controls  were decreased from 8 % to 5% because the infringements were 

decreased  

In particularly were increased the controls on the sale of 17% , on the packaging of 70% and on the 

label  47% and on the use of 13% but the control on the composition of PPPs were decreased of 

41%  

The infringements in respect with the controls were increased softly in the field of control of 

compositions in fact the ratio infringement /control from 2% to 7% but were decreased on the 

controls on the use  from 20% to 13% and on the sale from  17% to 12%. 
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Fig 2 Controls on placing on the market and use of plant protection products (PPPs)  
Regional Health Authorities  
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As reported in the Fig 2 the type of infringement more frequent on the control on  sale were  

the inappropriate structures,  

unauthorised sale  

sellers without professional certificate  

Fig 3  Controls on placing on the market and use of plant protection products (PPPs)  
Regional Health Authorities 
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On the field of the control on use, as reported in fig 3, the type of infringement more frequent were:  

Lack of treatment book  

Inappropriate storage conditions 
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Table 6:Controls on placing on the market and use of plant protection products (PPPs)  
Carabinieri Command of Health 

  Year 2006 Number of controls 
1. Control on sale   
Inspections 1144 

Infringements: 180 

Unauthorised products 14 

Unauthorised sale 24 

Inappropriate storage conditions 17 

Inappropriate structure 42 

Sellers without professional certificate 17 

Other (specify) 72 

    

2. Control labelling and packaging   

Packaging - (art. 15.1 D.L.vo 194/95)   

inspections 185 

infringements 1 

Labels -  (art. 16 D.L.vo 194/95)   

inspections 339 

infringements 11 

    

3. Control on composition of PPPs   

Analysis 16 

Infringements: 12 

Identity of active substance 3 

Content of active substance 4 

Unacceptable physical and chemical properties   

Other (specify) 2 

4. Control on use at user level   

    Inspected farms 159 

Infringements: 17 

Use of unauthorised products 4 

Unauthorised use of authorised products   

Safety precautions not respected 3 

Other (specify other prevision in art. 33 of Dlvo n. 194)    

Inappropriate storage conditions   
Lack of licence 1 

Lack of treatment book 4 

Other (specify) 8 

 

In Tab 6 are reported the results presented for 2006 by the CCH 

The highest number of the controls and infringement was done in field of control on sale. 

Referring the last year we can observe the sofltly reduction of the controls and of the infringements. 
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Tab 7: Controls on placing on the market and use of plant protection products (PPPs) 
Central Italian Inspectorate for Fraud 

 
  ICRF 

1. Control on sale   
Inspections 578 

Infringements: 101 

Unauthorised products 1 

Unauthorised sale 1 

appropriate storage conditions   In

Inappropriate structure   

Sellers without professional certificate   

Other (specify) 99 

    

2. Control labelling and packaging   

Packaging - (art. 15.1 D.L.vo 194/95)   

inspections 578 

infringements   

Labels -  (art. 16 D.L.vo 194/95)   

inspections 578 

infringements 57 

    

3. Control on composition of PPPs   

Analysis 147 

Infringements: 5 

Identity of active substance 5 

Content of active substance   

Unacceptable physical and chemical properties   

Other (specify)   

4. Control on use at user level   

    Inspected farms   

Infringements:   

Use of unauthorised products   

Unauthorised use of authorised products   

Safety precautions not respected   

Other (specify other prevision in art. 33 of Dlvo n. 
194)  

  

appropriate storage conditions   In

Lack of licence   

Lack of treatment book   

Other (specify)   

 

In Tab 7 are reported the results of the control for 2006 of the CIRF. 

The controls are about equal in the field of the control on sale , control on packaging and control of 

label but they are less in field of the compositions. 

We can observe the increase of the controls and the infringement respect the last year. 
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Tab 8: Controls on placing on the market and use of plant protection products (PPPs)  
Total Control 

2006 REGIONS/PROVINCES CCH ICRF TOTAL 

1. Control on sale     

Inspections 3782 1144 578 5504 
Infringements: 459 180 101 740 

Unauthorised products 3 14 1 18 
Unauthorised sale 76 24 1 101 

Inappropriate storage 
conditions 50 17  67 

nappropriate structure 215 42  257 I
Sellers without professional 

certificate 70 17  87 

Other (specify) 87 72 99 258 
    0 

2. Control labelling and 
packaging    0 

Packaging - (art. 15.1 D.L.vo 
194/95)    0 

Inspections 4850 185 578 5613 
Infringements 1 1  2 

Labels -  (art. 16 D.L.vo 
194/95)    0 

Inspections 5642 339 578 6559 
Infringements 2 11 57 70 

    0 
3. Control on composition of 

PPPs     

Analysis 248 16 147 411 
Infringements: 17 12 5 34 

Identity of active substance  3 5 8 
Content of active substance 5 4  9 
Unacceptable physical and 

chemical properties    0 

Other (specify)  2  2 
    0 

4. Control on use at user level     
Inspected farms 2641 159  2800 

Infringements: 338 17  355 

Use of unauthorised products 10 4  14 

Unaut ed horised use of authoris
products 

16   16 

Safety precautions not 
respected 

62 3  65 

Inappropriate storage 
conditions 

107   107 

Lack of licence 15 1  16 

Lack of treatment book 138 4  142 

Other (specify) 90 8  98 
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Fig 4. Controls on placing on the market and use of plant protection products (PPPs)  
Total Control 
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Fig 5 : Controls on placing on the market and use of plant protection products (PPPs) 
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Observing the tab 8 and the graph reported in fig 4 - 5 we can say  that the highest number of the 

controls was that on the label but the highest % of infringement on controls was  on the controls on 

sale.  
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4. Conclusions 
 
In 2006 the structures ( Regions/ Provinces - CCH- ICRF), that attended on planning of controls on 

placing on the market and use of plant protection products (PPPs), were more involved and there 

was the best quality of transmission of dates and information. 

In effect we received  the results of 17 Regions and 2 Autonomous Provinces while the last year we 

received the results of 14 Regions and 1 Autonomous Provinces. 

Only the Abruzzo and Molise did not send the results . 

In total, on the whole national territory, the structures appointed on the controls on placing on the 

market and use of plant protection products (PPPs) performed: 

• control on sale  5504 inspections with 740 infringements (equal of  13,4%) 

• control on the packaging 5613 inspections with 2 infringements (equal of  0.04 %) 

• control on the label 6559 inspections with 70 infringements (equal of  1.1 %) 

• controllo on the composition of PPPs 411 inspections with 70 infringements (equal 8.3 %) 

• controllo on use 2800 inspectionated farms with 355 infringements (equal 12.7 %) 

 

Considering the results of the controls, we can observe the increase of the controls and decrease of 

the ratio infringements/inspection comparing with those of last year except for control on the 

composition of PPPs. 

The reduction of the ratio is probably due to the efficient planning of the control. 
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