
Overall project objective 

 

The overall objective is to train staff of the competent authorities of EU Member States (MSs), Candidate 

Countries (CCs) and EFTA-EEA states involved in official control activities and possible participants from 
third countries to keep them up-to-date with all aspects of EU law in connection to: 

�         Food-borne outbreak investigation 

The case studies will be simplified in order to allow the participants to have time to apply all the taught 

methods within the timeframe of the course. 

To help the tutors address key issues in their presentations, and to provide topics for later discussion, 

delegates will be asked to complete a questionnaire prior to the workshop, in which they will give details 

of specific issues they would have about each topic.  

The training courses will primarily train staff of competent authorities involved in official control activities 

at national level on all relevant aspects of EU legislation in order to better understand and harmonize the 

methods used in modern-day food-borne outbreak investigations. 

 

By the end of the course of Food-borne outbreak investigation, the participants have received knowledge 
of and updated on: 

�         The EU legislation, recommendations, reporting and guidelines on monitoring of food-

borne outbreaks, including the classification of outbreaks according to the 

epidemiological and microbiological evidence 

�         The practical management and investigation of food-borne outbreaks in a local, 

national and European context. Outbreak preparedness and organisation of 

intersectional preparedness, development of outbreak management plan, establishment 

of traceability in practice 

�         Food-borne outbreaks as result of microbiological bio-terrorism and prevention of bio-

terrorism including crisis communication, including communication during the 

uncertainty phase of an event and the ongoing long outbreak investigation 

�         The multidisciplinary skills necessary to plan and carry out epidemiological 

investigations in connection with food-borne outbreaks in a Member States harmonized 

approach and microbiology and food safety aspects, and the necessity and benefits of 

collaboration between Public Health and Veterinary and Food Safety authorities in 

outbreak investigations 

�         Practical application of analytical epidemiological methods and other tools for food-

borne investigation: tracing back and forwards, cohort studies, case control studies and 

use of molecular typing. Software applications developed especially for outbreak 

investigation will be used practical for analysing data 

The communication platforms of the EFSA and ECDC network and the international rapid alert systems 

EWRS (Early Warning and response System), RASFF (Rapid Alert System for Food and Feed), GAR 

(Global Alert and Response). 


