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ORGANISATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF TRAINING ACTIVITIES ON
PLANT DISEASE OUTBREAKS AND CONTINGENCY PLANNING
UNDER THE “BETTER TRAINING FOR SAFER FOOD” INITIATIVE

PROJECT FICHE

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION

In the EU plant health is a key factor for sustainable and competitive agriculture, horticulture and forestry. The EU
Plant Health Regulation (EU) 2016/2031 aims to protect European agriculture and forestry by preventing the entry
and spread of foreign pests within the EU. It takes a proactive approach involving prevention and eradication,
providing special phytosanitary actions prescribed for priority pests, being them twenty of those pests in the EU, or,
if present, just in small areas and under official control, that pose a high risk to plant health, known as Union
guarantine pests. These have the most severe potential impacts on the economy, environment and/or society of
the EU. These are subject to enhanced measures including surveys, eradication action plans, public awareness,
contingency plans and simulation exercises. The list was published by Commission Delegated Regulation (EU)
2019/1702.

Full scope of secondary legislation accompanying import check demands some preparation on side of NPPOs.
These provision force NPPO to prior readiness to enable smooth procedures as well as contingency plans.

European Commission (EC) is bringing efforts by different ways to contribute to the establishment and proper
implementation of the Plant Health Regime (PHR) and all its associated activities. Among these initiatives, the BTSF
programme aims to train, harmonizes and exchange knowledge on prevention actions against diseases affecting
plants, enhancing knowledge of MS by putting in place awareness and preventive measures, and means to react
in case of an outbreak event minimizing its effects by contingency planning, organising simulation exercises, to test
the measures implemented, find best practices and improve the systems in place.

2. OBJECTIVES

The purpose of this course is to ensure that such plans for priority pests are drawn up and maintained by each
Member State for those pests capable of establishing within their respective territories, being compulsory to have
the plans in place since mid-2023.

Specific objectives of the training

e Improve further the knowledge of the control requirements;

* Allow the exchange of experience and disseminate best practices for control activities and procedures with
particular emphasis on contingency planning with respect to possible outbreak(s) of priority pest(s) on the EU
territory;

e to ensure a consistent and rigorous implementation of the regulatory requirements;

e to contribute to increase the effectiveness of the competent authorities/control authorities/control bodies
verification of compliance with requirements;

e to raw on the experience of other sectors where contingency planning already exists e.g. animal health and
food crisis preparedness.

Furthermore, the training programme aims to provide knowledge on plant disease outbreaks, in particular with
respect to the obligation for contingency planning, simulation exercises and actions plans of such pests, with
emphasis on the requirements of such plans, their definition, structure and operational elements as it is highlighted
in articles 25(1), 26 and 27 of Regulation (EU) 2016/2031.

3. CONTENT OF THE TRAINING

Articles 25, 26 and 27 of the Regulation (EU) 2016/2031:
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Introduction to contingency plans of plant disease outbreaks in EU territory for priority pests: early detection
and eradication rules for Union quarantine pests, contingency planning in the EU and Plan Health Regime,
weakness and lessons learned, and specific pest incidence and risks in the EU.

EU legal framework on contingency planning: EU Plant Health legislation overview Regulation (EU) 2016/2031
and IA, guidelines, EPPO and EFSA experiences, and focus on priority pests.

Contingency planning: roles and responsibilities, chain of command, resources, modelling for disease spread
scenario, information and communication to Member States and European Commission, tools and timings,
instructions and manuals, risk assessment, management and communication, and self-assessment, analysis
and update of contingency plans.

Simulation exercise and other preparedness activities: data collection, information sharing, testing the
procedures in place after the confirmation of an outbreak, measures to be taken, coordination and collaboration,
best practices and lessons learned, and reporting.

Action plans for priority pests: eradication and containment measures, time schedule for the application of
measures, organisation of surveys in case of an outbreak, methodology for visual examination, sampling and
testing, and communication and notifications.

4. TARGETED AUDIENCE

All official staff of countries invited involved in development and implementation of plant disease outbreak
contingency plans;

Staff from competent authorities involved in simulation exercises and with an active role in the implementation
of action plans.

All staff from national, regional, and local competent authorities directly involved in carrying out inspections and
enforcing controls of plant health, including staff from laboratories.

Proficient in the English language

5. CALENDAR

Trainin Pest used during the DEEeline e
Year 'ng Dates Location ; ; 9 registrations of
session Simulation Exercise L
participants
S1 12-15/11/2024 Seville, Spain Spodoptera frugiperda 08-10-2024
2024
S2 10-13/12/2024 Athens, Greece Spodoptera frugiperda 29-11-2024
S3 28-31/01/2025 Catania, Italy 09-12-2024
sS4 11-14/03/2025 | Budapest, Hungary | The following pests will be 28-01-2025
selected to be the one for
. which a simulation exercise will
S5 08-11/04/2025 Catania, ltaly be prepared. Each pest will be 24-02-2025
the subject of the simulation
2025 S6 27-30/05/2025 WarsaW, Poland exercise in three sessions. The 07-04-2025
order is still to be decided.
S7 24-27/06/2025 Tallinn, Estonia 12-05-2025
Popillia japonica
S8 14-17/10/2025 Budapest, Hungary 01-09-2025
Agrilus planipennis
S9 25-28/11/2025 Athens, Greece 13-10-2025
] i Bactrocera dorsalis
S10 03-06/02/2026 Valencia, Spain 18-12-2025
2026
S11 10-13/03/2026 Seville, Spain 26-01-2026

AENOR e-mail: 20209608CPPD@aenor.com Web: www.btsfacademy.eu

Génova 6, 28004 Madrid, Espafia Tel + 34 914 32 61 25



mailto:20209608CPPD@aenor.com
http://www.btsfacademy.eu/

