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AMR: a WHO priority 

• Major global public health threat
• International collaboration established

– FAO, OIE, EU
• Theme of the World Health Day 2011
• European Strategic Action Plan of 

Antibiotic Resistance, 2011-16
• Draft Global Action Plan

– WHA May 2015
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WHO: Antimicrobial Resistance
Global Report on Surveillance 2014

1. High proportions of resistance to 
common treatments reported in all 
regions

2. Negative effect on patient outcomes 
and health expenditures

3. Running out of treatment options for 
common infections

http://www.who.int/drugresistance/documents/surveillancereport/en/
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“The more we use them,the more we loose them”

From Albrich et al EID 2004
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Regional initiatives for addressing AMR

• African region
– Building integrated AMR surveillance 

capacity

• Region of the Americas 
– Regional integrated AMR surveillance 

networks, national programmes on AMR

• Eastern Mediterranean region 
– Increased attention, promotion of rational use and infection control

• South-East Asian region
– One health approach emphasized

• Western Pacific region
– AMR surveillance in the health sector
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European strategic action plan on 
antibiotic resistance

2011–2016
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WHO European Strategic Action Plan

Seven action areas:
1. Promote national coordination.
2. Strengthen surveillance.
3. Promote rational use of antibiotics, including 

surveillance of antibiotic consumption.
4. Improve infection control and stewardship of 

antibiotic use in health care settings.
5. Promote surveillance, prevention and control 

of antibiotic resistance in the food chain.
6. Promote research and innovation on new 

antibiotics.
7. Improve awareness on antibiotic use and risk 

of increasing resistance.
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Expanding AMR surveillance throughout Europe

• European Antimicrobial 
Resistance Surveillance 
Network (EARS-Net)

• Central Asian and eastern 
European Surveillance of 
Antimicrobial Resistance 
(CAESAR)

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe

Countries submitting data to CAESAR
Countries visited for CAESAR participation
Countries to be visited for CAESAR participation
Countries participating in EARS-Net
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Expanding antibiotic consumption surveillance

Use methodology 
compatible with 
ESAC-Net

Enable data 
comparison in the 
European Region

Lancet Infectious Diseases 2014
Published Online, March 20, 2014
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S1473-3099(14)70071-4
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Antibiotic use in the Veterinary/Agriculture Sectors

• Prudent use policies encouraged in the EU
• EU (2006):  Withdrawal of the use of antibiotics as growth 

promoters
• Zoonosis Directive in the EU

– Integrated surveillance of AMR

• ESVAC project in the EU
– European surveillance of 
veterinary antibiotic consumption
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AMR and Food Safety: Key Messages for Countries

1. Improve overall coordination
2. Improve regulatory framework
3. Reduce the need for and promote 

prudent use of antibiotics
4. Improve surveillance
5. Advocate and communicate
6. Build capacity and provide 

training
7. Address knowledge gaps and 

research needs
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Global AMR Action Plan

• Resolution adopted at 67th World Health Assembly (May 2014) 

• Call for Global Action Plan by WHA 2015
• Stakeholder and public engagement
• Technical consultations

– AMR surveillance (December 2012, March 2014)

– Strategic and Technical Advisory Group
(September 2013, April 2014)

• High-level ministerial meetings
– Netherlands (June 2014), Norway (Nov 2014),

Sweden (Dec 2014)
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The Way Forward: Guiding Principles  

• Whole-of-society engagement
• Prevention first
• Access not excess
• Sustainability
• Incremental targets for implementation

Support country action
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Goal and Strategic Objectives
Goal: “...ensure, for as long as possible, continuity of the ability to treat and 

prevent infectious diseases with effective and safe medicines that are 
quality-assured, used in a responsible way, and accessible to all who 
need them. It is expected that countries will develop their own national 
action plans on antimicrobial resistance in line with the global plan.”

Strategic Objectives:
1. Improve awareness and understanding 

2. Strengthen knowledge through surveillance and research
3. Reduce the incidence of infection
4. Optimize the use of antimicrobial agents
5. Ensure sustainable investment in countering antimicrobial resistance
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Take Home Messages

• AMR: a global health threat that affects everyone with impacts 
extending beyond the health sector

• Global collective action is needed
• The Global Action Plan:

– reflects commitment, perspectives and roles of all relevant 
stakeholders

– outlines clear and shared ownership and responsibilities
• All countries and stakeholders to progress towards implementation 

of the Global Action Plan through a process of targets appropriate 
for differing priorities and capacities
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