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A bit of history about the EAAD...

 EU Council recommendation on prudent use of antimicrobial agents in 
human medicine adopted in 2001

 Successful awareness campaigns in e.g. Belgium and France

 Cooperation with the Network of AMR focal points in the EU Member 
States / candidate countries and political support at EU level 

 Concept of EAAD publicly launched at the European Parliament in 
2007

 ECDC sets up a Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) in early 2008

 Social marketing approach: creation of focus groups to test key 
messages and visuals
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Social marketing

“The design, implementation and 
control of programmes calculated 
to influence the acceptability of 
social ideas and involving 
considerations of product, 
planning, pricing, communication 
and market research”
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Sources: Kotler P, Zaltman G. Social marketing: an approach to planned social change. J Mark. 1971 Jul;35(3):3-12; Donovan RJ. The role for marketing in 
public health change programs. Aust Rev Pub Aff. 2011 Jul;10(1):23-40; Grier S, Bryant CA. Social marketing in public health. Ann Rev Public Health. 
2005;26:319-339.

It is the utilisation of marketing theories and techniques to 
promote voluntary behaviour change in order to achieve a 
social goal



EAAD objectives 

• Support national activities aimed at raising awareness of 
prudent antibiotic use among the general public as well as 
particular target audiences such as primary care prescribers 
and hospital prescribers 

• Support national activities aiming at maintaining the efficacy 
of antibiotics and slowing down the emergence and spread 
of resistant bacteria.
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European Antibiotic Awareness Day provides 
a platform and support to national campaigns 

about prudent antibiotic use 
in the community and in hospitals.



Capacity building at national level:
ECDC training module on developing 
national prudent antibiotic use campaigns 
 Back in 2011, EAAD was in a consolidation phase and ECDC 
intended to support national campaigns capacity strengthening. 

 A framework contract was signed with the Karolinska Institutet

 A face-to-face training took place in July 2013 with over 30 country 
representatives and observers from WHO Europe and Canada

 Final material available on ECDC extranets

The main aim of this training module on the development, 
implementation and evaluation of prudent antibiotic use campaigns 
is to have a reference curriculum and materials that can be 
used as a basis to organise training courses at national level 
that will strengthen the participant knowledge and skills on 
running campaigns on prudent antibiotic use. 



Training material



2008 Materials for the general public
32 countries participated

2009 Materials for primary care prescribers

2010 Materials for hospital prescribers
and hospitals

Matched Get Smart week in the U.S. 
and the campaign in Canada

2011  Patient stories and Euronews movie
37 countries participated

2012  Collaboration with WHO/Europe:
43 countries participated
First EAAD Twitter chat 
Australia becomes a partner       

2013  Start work on self-medication with 
antibiotics, with PGEU and CPME

2014 Revised toolkit for the general public 
on self-medication with antibiotics
New Zealand becomes a partner
Global Twitter conversation and European Twitter chat

For more information: Earnshaw S, et al. Euro Surveill 2009 Jul 30;14(30): & 2014 Oct 16;19(41). 

European Antibiotic Awareness Day, 
2008-2014

Toolkit for primary care prescribers

Toolkit for hospital prescribers and
and hospitals

Toolkit for the general public

Revised toolkit for the general public
on self-medication with antibiotics



EAAD toolbox
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https://storify.com/EAAD_EU/patient-stories



Paolo
(Italy)

http://antibiotic.ecdc.europa.eu



Self-medication is not an option!

Self-medication with antibiotics is not a 
responsible use of antibiotics.

Self-medication is when taking (or want to 
take) antibiotics without first consulting a 
medical doctor by: 

- using leftover antibiotics from previous
treatments; or,

- getting antibiotics at the pharmacy 
without a prescription. 



Source: Special Eurobarometer 407 / 79.4 ”Antimicrobial resistance”, May-June 2013.

Eurobarometer, 2013: how did Europeans 
obtained their last course of antibiotics?



http:/antibiotic.ecdc.europa.eu











Main activities for EAAD 2014

 New toolkit on self medication with antibiotics –
translated in all EU languages (+IS & NO)

 EU-level launch event in Stockholm on 17 Nov 
in cooperation with European Commission and 
Swedish Public Health Agency (web streamed)

 Global Twitter conversation (#AntibioticDay) 
and joint experts Twitter chat (ECDC, WHO, EC, 
EMA and EFSA) (#EAAD) on the 18 Nov

 Media toolkit launched to the countries on the 
21 October including preview of the latest EU-wide 
data

 Lightbulb TV spot on Euronews during the 
week of the EAAD

 Infographic and animated infographic
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Snapshot of EAAD impact 

 Over 40 countries participating to EAAD 2014

 Lightbulb video on Euronews = 13,561,000 
people reached (1,131,000 working in Healthcare 
and Medicines sector)

 Over 200 media articles published between 
17-19 November in EU countries (evaluation still 
ongoing)
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Social media statistics #AntibioticDay
Global Twitter conversation with international Partners
18 November



Social media statistics #EAAD
European Joint Twitter Chat
18 November



Images from national campaigns on 
prudent use of antibiotics
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Website:    http://antibiotic.ecdc.europa.eu
Facebook:  EAAD.EU
Twitter:     @EAAD_EU (#EAAD)

18 November 2015 


