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• 1. Definitions: 

 Registered equine animal.

 Registered horse.

 Animals intended for slaughter.

 Equine animal.

1. Important aspects to consider in the control 
on the entry of equine animals

COMMISSION DELEGATED 
REGULATION (EU) 

2020/692



 Registered equine animal

o A purebred breeding animal of the species Equus caballus and Equus asinus entered
or eligible for entry in the main section of a breeding book established by a breed society or
breeding body recognised in accordance with Article 4 or 34 of Regulation (EU) 2016/1012.

o Registered horse is a kept animal of the species Equus caballus registered with an
international association or organisation, either directly or through its national federation or
branches, which manages horses for competition or racing.

COMMISSION DELEGATED 
REGULATION (EU) 

2020/692
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• Animals, e.g. equine animals, intended for slaughter means kept terrestrial animal, e.g. 
equine animal, to be transported, either directly or after undergoing an assembly operation, to a 
slaughterhouse.

COMMISSION DELEGATED 
REGULATION (EU) 

2020/692
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• Equine animal means an animal of species of solipeds belonging to the 
genus Equus (including horses, asses, and zebras) and the offspring of crossings of 
those species;

COMMISSION DELEGATED 
REGULATION (EU) 

2020/692
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2. AUTHORISED THIRD COUNTRIES

Article 3: The entry of equine animals into the Union shall only be authorised from listed 
countries or parts thereof. The list can be found in:

Annex IV of Regulation 2021/404

o Part 1. List of third countries, territories  or zone thereof from which the entry of equidae into the 
Union is authorized.

• Column 1: Name of the country and ISO code.

• Column 2: Code of zones of third countries or territories that are authorised.

o Part 2.  Description of the zone of third country or territory referred in column 2 of the table se out 
in Part 1.

*COMMISSION 
IMPLEMENTING 
REGULATION (EU) 2021/404

1. Important aspects to consider in the control 
on the entry of equine animals



Part I

*COMMISSION 
IMPLEMENTING 
REGULATION (EU) 2021/404
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*COMMISSION 
IMPLEMENTING 
REGULATION (EU) 2021/404
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3. IDENTIFICATION OF EQUINE ANIMALS.

Article 36: Identification of equine animals which have entered the Union. 

• A. The identification document will be considered valid if they were issued:

o In the case of a purebred breeding animal, by a breeding body in a third country issuing a 
zootechnical certificate and is listed in accordance with annex 34 of Regulation 2016/1012.

o Registered horse: by a national federation or branch of an international organisation, which 
manages horses for competition or racing with office in the third country.

o In all other cases, by the competent authority of the third country of origin of the equine animal.

*REGULATION (EU) 
2021/963 
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3. IDENTIFICATION OF EQUINE ANIMALS.

Article 21 (2): equine animals shall only be permitted to enter the Union if they are 
individually identified by at least one of the following methods:

 An injectable transponder or eartag, with a legible and indelible display of:

o An identification code of the animal that establishes the link between the animal and the animal health 
certificate.

 In the case of equines animals other than those for slaughter, an identification 
document that:

o Describes the animal, including the alternitive method of identification, so that establishes link between 
the animal and the identification document.

o Contains information on the individual code of the transponder if it does not comply with the point above.

COMMISSION DELEGATED 
REGULATION (EU) 

2020/692

1. Important aspects to consider in the control 
on the entry of equine animals



(Continued)

B. The Identification Documents comply with all the 
requirements of article 17*.

*Note: 

 Transitional measures: the rules on the format and content of 
identification documents issued for equine animals born in the 
Union provided for in Annex I to Regulation (EU) 2015/262 shall 
remain applicable until 27 January 2022.

 Annex II of Regulation (EU) 2021/963 shall apply from 28th of 
January 2022.

*REGULATION (EU) 
2021/963 
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4. AUTHORISED THIRD COUNTRIES & SANITARY GROUPS.

Article 24 (6) consignments of equine animals shall only be permitted to enter the Union if the 
animals of the consignment comply with the specific conditions set out in point 1 of Annex 
XI, depending on the SANITARY GROUP

Authorised third countries are classified into Sanitary Groups – details in table in Annex IV, 
PART i, column 3 of Regulation 2021/404.

• 7 sanitary groups: A to G.

• In point 2 of annex XI the specific requirements for the disease referred to in point 1. Each group 
requires serological tests with negative results for certain equine diseases. In the case of the 
disesaes AHS* and VEE* or agent identification may also be performed.

*AHS: African Horse Sickness
*VEE: Venezuelan Equine Encephalomyelitis 

*COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING 
REGULATION (EU) 2020/692
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*COMMISSION 
IMPLEMENTING 
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2021/404
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*COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING 
REGULATION (EU) 2020/692

**ANNEX XI: Animal health
guarantees required
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5. OTHER IMPORTANT REQUIREMENTS:

Article 8: General requirements as regards the establishment of origin. They 
must be:

o Registered and approved and listed* by the competent authority of the third country.

o Under the control of the competent authority and must received regular animal health visits from 
veterinarians for the purposes of detections of diseases.

*Article 233 of AHL

*COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING 
REGULATION (EU) 2020/692
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5. OTHER IMPORTANT REQUIREMENTS:

Article 17: General requirements on transport. They shall only be permitted to 
enter the Union if the means of transport:

Constructed in such way that:

o Animals can not escape or fall out.

o Visual inspection is possible.

o The escape of excrements is prevented or minimised.

Cleaned and disinfected immediately before the loading of animals intended for entry the Union.

*COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING 
REGULATION (EU) 2020/692
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There are different types of certification through which equine animals may
enter the Union

o Entry into the Union is the action of bringing animals (e.g. equine animals) into one of the 
territories of the Union from outside these territories. (Reg. 2017/625).

o Transit: Transit is the movement of animals from one third country to another third country passing 
under customs supervision through one of the territories of the Union (external) (Reg 2017/625).

o Re-Entry means the re entry into the Union of registered horses after temporary export to third 
countries. (Reg. 2020/692).
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ENTRY into the UNION

Models of animal health certificates and animal health/official certificates and
declarations for entry into the Union:

o EQUI-X: Chapter 12 of annex II: Model animal health/official certificate and model declaration 
for entry into the Union of equine animals NOT intended for slaughter.

o EQUI-Y: Chapter 13 of annex II: Model animal health/official certificate and model declaration for 
entry into the Union of equine animals intended for slaughter.

*REGULATION (EU) 2021/403
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ENTRY EXAMPLE – Entry of REGISTERED HORSES from Morocco

THIRD COUNTRY LIST & CERTIFICATES:

o In the table in Annex IV part 1, the following information regarding Morocco can be 
found: 

• Column 1 & 2 Morocco is listed as an authorised third country.

• Column 4, Import of registered horses is authorised.

• Column 5, established the models of certificates that may be used.

*COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING 
REGULATION (EU) 2021/404
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COMMISSION 
IMPLEMENTING 

REGULATION (EU) 
2021/404

ENTRY
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ENTRY EXAMPLE – Entry of registered horses from Morocco 
(continued)

SEROLOGICAL TESTS

o Morocco is classified in Reg. (EU) 2021/404 in Sanitary Group E (Column 3)

o The horses must be serologically tested with negative results or, in the case of AHS*, 
agent identification may also be performed, to the following diseases:

AHS*: African Horse Sickness

COMMISSION DELEGATED 
REGULATION (EU) 2020/692
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health

guarantees required
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TRANSITS

Models of animal health certificates and animal health/official certificates and
declarations for transits are:

o EQUI-TRANSIT-X: Chapter 14 of annex II: Model animal health certificate and model declaration 
for transit through the Union of equine animals not intended for slaughter.

o EQUI-TRANSIT-Y: Chapter 15 of annex II: Model animal health certificate and model declaration 
for transit through the Union of equine animals intended for slaughter.

REGULATION (EU) 2021/403
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TRANSIT EXAMPLE – External TRANSIT of REGISTERED HORSES from Morocco to 
Tunisia. 

THIRD COUNTRY LIST & CERTIFICATES:

• In the table in Annex IV, the following information regarding Morocco can be found: 

-Column 1 & 2 Morocco is listed as an authorised third country.

-Column 4, Import of registered horses is authorised.

-Column 5, established the models of certificates that must be used for the Transit.

COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING 
REGULATION (EU) 2021/404
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COMMISSION 
IMPLEMENTING 

REGULATION (EU) 
2021/404
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TRANSIT EXAMPLE - Transit of registered horses from 
Morocco(continued)

SEROLOGICAL TESTS

• Morocco is classified in Reg. (EU) 2021/404 in Sanitary Group E (Column 3)

• The horses must be serologically tested with negative results or, in the case of AHS*, agent 

identification may also be performed, to the following diseases:

*AHS: African Horse Sickness

COMMISSION DELEGATED 
REGULATION (EU) 2020/692

COMMISSION DELEGATED 
REGULATION (EU) 2020/692

COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING 
REGULATION (EU) 2021/404
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ANNEX XI POINT 1: 
Animal health

guarantees required

COMMISSION 
DELEGATED 

REGULATION (EU) 
2020/692
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RE-ENTRIES

Article 177 Additional requirements for entry of registered horses originating from, and 
returning to the Union after temporary export to a third country or territory or zone thereof to 
participate in competitions, races or equestrian cultural events

 Consignments of registered horses temporarily exported from a Member State to third countries 
shall be permitted to enter the Union provided they comply with the following Additional requirements:

o they have been outside the Union for a period specified by the Commission for the different 
purposes, not exceeding 90 days.

o they have been kept in isolation in the third country or territory or zone thereof except during 
races, competitions or cultural events, and the related activities.

COMMISSION DELEGATED 
REGULATION (EU) 2020/692
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RE-ENTRY (continued)

Models of animal health certificates and animal health/official certificates and
declarations for re entry into the Union of registered horses are:

o EQUI-RE-ENTRY-30: Chapter 16 of annex II: Model animal health certificate and model declaration for the 
re-entry into the Union of registered horses for racing, competition and cultural events after temporary export 
for a period of not more than 30 days.

o EQUI-RE-ENTRY-90-COMP: Chapter 17 of annex II: …not more than 90 days to participate in equestrian 
events organised under the auspices of the Fédération Equestre Internationale (FEI).

o EQUI- RE-ENTRY-90-RACE: Chapter 18 of annex II:…not more than 90 days to participate in specific race 
events in Australia, Canada, the United States of America, Hong Kong, Japan, Singapore, the United Arab 
Emirates or Qatar.

*REGULATION (EU) 2021/403
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RE-ENTRY EXAMPLE : Re-entry of REGISTERED HORSES from 
Morocco.

 THIRD COUNTRY LIST & CERTIFICATES:

o In the table in Annex IV, the following information regarding Morocco can be found: 

• Column 1 & 2 Morocco is listed as an authorised third country.

• Column 4, re-entry of registered horses is authorised.

• Column 5, established the models of certificates that must be used for the re-entry.

COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING 
REGULATION (EU) 2021/404
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COMMISSION 
IMPLEMENTING 

REGULATION (EU) 
2021/404
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Article 9. Consignments of animals, shall only be permitted to enter the Union if sampling, 
laboratory tests and other tests required by this Regulation have been carried out:

o on samples taken by or under the control of the competent authority of 

o the third country or territory of origin when sampling and testing are required prior to entry into the 
Union;or

o the Member State of destination when sampling and testing are required after the entry into the Union;

o in an official laboratory, designated in accordance with Article 37 of Regulation (EU) 2017/625.

COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING 
REGULATION (EU) 2020/692

3. Sampling and Laboratory Test in the Entry of 
Equine Animals into the Union



 Reminder: following Annex I, III of Reg. (EU) 2019/2130 - collection of samples 
in horses:

o At least 3% of the consignments that arrive at BCP (subject to serological sampling) on a monthly 
basis with the exception of REGISTERED HORSES.

o At least 10% of the animals of each consignment or a minimum of 4 animals.

o If problems are found the % must be increased.

o The OV may also take samples from other animals in the consignment following risk assessment.

Sampling procedures of ungulates: HORSES

REGULATION (EU) 2019/2130 
ANNEX I - III

3. Sampling and Laboratory Test in the Entry of 
Equine Animals into the Union



In the case of blood sampling for serological testing in REGISTERED 
HORSES: 

• Samples will be taken on the basis of 

• risk assessments!!

Collection of Samples: REGISTERED HORSES

REGULATION (EU) 2019/2130 
ANNEX iii

3. Sampling and Laboratory Test in the Entry of 
Equine Animals into the Union
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Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2015/262 of 17 February 2015 laying down rules 
pursuant to Council Directives 90/427/EEC and 2009/156/EC as regards the methods for the 
identification of equidae (Equine Passport Regulation).

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/2130 of 25 November 2019 establishing detailed 
rules on the operations to be carried out during and after documentary checks, identity checks and 
physical checks on animals and goods subject to official controls at border control posts.

Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/692 of 30 January 2020 supplementing Regulation 
(EU) 2016/429 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards rules for entry into the Union, 
and the movement and handling after entry of consignments of certain animals, germinal products and 
products of animal origin

5. List of the legislation



Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2021/403 of 24 March 2021 laying down rules for the 
application of Regulations (EU) 2016/429 and (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council as regards model animal health certificates and model animal health/official certificates, for the 
entry into the Union and movements between Member States of consignments of certain categories of 
terrestrial animals and germinal products thereof, official certification regarding such certificates and 
repealing Decision 2010/470/EU 

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2021/404 of 24 March 2021 laying down the lists of third 
countries, territories or zones thereof from which the entry into the Union of animals, germinal products 
and products of animal origin is permitted in accordance with Regulation (EU) 2016/429 of the 
European Parliament and the Council (Text with EEA relevance)

5. List of the legislation



Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2021/963 of 10 June 2021 laying down rules for the 
application of Regulations (EU) 2016/429, (EU) 2016/1012 and (EU) 2019/6 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council with regard to the identification and registration of equine animals and 
establishing model identification documents for those animals.

5. List of the legislation
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