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Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union:

Importation, or "imports" refers solely to the introduction of animals into the Member

States from third countries; new OCR refers to “entry into the Union” as the action

of bringing animals into the EU territory from outside this territory…

In practice:

 Introduction of dogs and cats from a third country or territory into the EU for

purposes other than non-commercial;

 Introduction of dogs and cats from a third country or territory into the EU for non-

commercial purposes but in number of more than five (art. 5 (4) of Regulation

576/2013);

‘Import’ - Definition



To highlight the differences and similarities between:

• Non-commercial movements (art. 48 Reg. 2017/625)

• ‘Entry (imports)’ (art. 47 Reg. 2017/625)

Commercial vs. Non commercial movement



Number of pet animals may exceed 5

• 1. Competitions, exhibitions or sporting events (and

training for such events)

• 2. Written evidence

• 3. More than 6 months of age

5

Derogation to bring

more than 5

Reg. (EU) 576/2013

Travellers' point of entry

• Does it meet the 

definition of 

accompanied? 

• Owner / Authorised

person travelling within 5 

days?

• No more than 5 pets?

Border Control Post

YES NO

Delegated Reg. (UE) 2020/692

Is it a non-commercial movement?
How many animals…



Regulation (EU) 2016/429: Animal Health Law

Article 229: Requirements for the entry into de Union of animals

Third country or territory listed

Establishment approved (when required for live animals)

Fulfil animal health requirements

Accompanied by an animal health certificate

Articles 230 to 232:

 Legal basis to draw up the list of authorized third countries

Articles 237 to 238:

 Legal basis to draw up the model of animal health certificates 

Requirements for Entry (Imports)
Legislation



Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/692:

Article 13: Inspection prior to dispatch to the Union

Clinical inspection, carried out by an official veterinarian in the third country or territory of origin or 

zone thereof within the period of 48 hours prior to the time of loading for dispatch to the Union

Article 73: Establishment of origin
✓ The animals have to come from registered holdings or businesses (derogation  assembly operations  10 

days to arrive into the Union)

Article 74: Identification of dogs, cats and ferrets

 Injectable transpoder implanted by a veterinarian (annex II to Regulation (EU) 576/2013) 

Article 75: third country or territory of origin

Article 76: rabies vaccination, antibody titration test, E. multilocularis

 Similar conditions to those established in Regulation (EU) 576/2013

Articles 77-78: derogation for animals intended for a confined or quarantine establishment

Requirements for Entry (Imports)
Legislation



Reading:

• The animal should be identified with a transponder (complying with requirements in 

Annex II to Reg. (EU) 576/2013).

• For any other kind of transponder: owner has to provide the means for reading it.

• Remember  always before vaccination!

Marking (article 17 of Reg. (EU) 576/2013)



➢ Anti-rabies vaccination (annex III of Reg.(EU) 576/2013)

➢ Rabies antibody titration test (annex IV of Reg.(EU) 576/2013)

➢ Other preventive health measures (art. 19(1) of Reg.(EU) 576/2013)

➢derogation from the vaccination against rabies or treatment against E. multilocularis

for animals intended for a (SPF animals):

▪ Confined establishment (Del. Reg. (EU) 2019/2035)

▪ Quarantine establishment (Del. Reg. (EU) 2019/2035)

Health requirements and derogations



a) administered by an authorised veterinarian;

b) the pet animal was at least 12 weeks old at the date on which the vaccine was administered;

c) the date of administration of the vaccine is indicated by an authorised veterinarian or an official 

veterinarian in the appropriate section of the identification document;

d) the date of administration referred to in point (c) does not precede the date of application 

of the transponder or tattoo or the date of reading of the transponder or the tattoo 

indicated in the appropriate section of the identification document

e) the period of validity of the vaccination starts from the establishment of protective immunity, 

which shall not be less than 21 days from the completion of the vaccination protocol required 

by the manufacturer for the primary vaccination, and continues until the end of the period of 

protective immunity, as prescribed in the technical specification of the marketing authorisation

referred to in point 1(b) or the approval or licence referred to in point 1(c) for the anti-rabies 

vaccine in the Member State or territory or third country where the vaccine is administered

f) a revaccination must be considered a primary vaccination if it was not carried out within the 

period of validity referred to in point (e) of the previous vaccination

Validity requirements for anti rabies-vaccination 
(annex III to Reg. 576/2013)



▪ The test:

- must be performed on a blood sample collected by an authorised veterinarian at least 30 
days after vaccination and three months before moving; (primo-vaccination) 
- must measure a level of neutralising antibody to rabies virus in serum equal or greater 
than 0,5 IU/ml;
- must be performed in a laboratory approved in accordance with article 9 of Delegated 
Regulation (EU) 2020/692;
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/liveanimals/pets/approval_en.htm
- does not have to be renewed following a satisfactory result provided that the animal is 
regularly revaccinated.

▪ The three-month period shall not apply to the re-entry of a pet whose passport certifies that
the test was carried out, with a favourable result, before the animal left the Union (mainly for
non-commercial movements)

Validity requirements for the rabies antibody 
titration test (annex IV to Reg. 577/2013)

http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/liveanimals/pets/approval_en.htm


Legislation: approved laboratories



•

In practice: Animals from third countries indicated
in part 5 of table Annex VIII to Implementing
Regulation (EU) 2021/404)

Primary vaccination

Serological testAllowed to enter the EU

At least 7 months

of age

12 weeks (Reg. (EU) 576/2013)

30 days

3 months from 

date of sampling

?



Implementing Regulation (EU) 2021/404, annex VIII: 

✓List of authorised third countries for the entry into the Union of dogs, cats and ferrets

Implementing Regulation (EU) 2021/403, annex II, chapter 38: 

Model of animal health certificate for entry into the Union of dogs, cats and ferrets

(MODEL “CANIS-FELIS-FERRETS”)

Derogation until 15/03/2022 (Imp. Regulation 2021/1329)

Model established in Implementing Decision 2019/294

Provided they were signed before 15/01/2022

Legislation: list of countries and model of 
certificate



Annex VIII to Implementing

Regulation (EU) 2021/404

Legislation: list of authorised third countries 



➢Health certificate which complies with the model laid down in the Annex II to 

Implementing Regulation (EU) 2021/403: 

(chapter 38, model CANIS-FELIS-FERRETS)

➢Health certificate must comply with the general requirements established in article 4 of 

Implementing Regulation (EU) 2021/403:

a) the signature of the official veterinarian and the official stamp; 

b) the statements which are not relevant must be crossed out or completely removed from the certificate;

c) (i) a single sheet of paper; (ii) several sheets of paper (iii) a sequence of pages with each page 

numbered 

d) issued before the consignment to which it relates leaves the control of the competent authority issuing 

in the case of certificates for the entry into the Union

e) in the official language, or in one of the official languages, of the Member State..

Identification document



Annex II Chapter 38 to Imp. 

Regulation (EU) 2021/403



Vaccination against rabies

Description/identification of the animal(s) to be checked







Vaccination against rabies



At least 30 daysBefore vaccination 

Rabies antibody titration test



Starting maximum 48 hours before the time of entry in the Member State 

+ 24 hours minimum elapsing after finishing treatment before arriving 

Only compulsory for entry into Ireland, Malta and Finland – Norway & N. Ireland

Treatment must contain Praziquantel (or another of proven equivalent efficacy).

Details of the Echinococcus treatment



 Following the repeated forgery of laboratory reports on the results of the rabies

antibody titration test, it is appropriate to request certifying officials in territories or

third countries that the satisfactory results to that test should not be certified unless

the authenticity of the laboratory report has been verified. A specific guidance note

to that effect should be included in the model animal health certificate;

 The marking of the animals concerned by the implantation of a transponder must be

verified before any entry is made in this certificate and must always precede any

vaccination, or where applicable, testing carried out on those animals

Implementing Regulation (EU) 2021/403, annex II chapter 38 

(notes):

Model health certificate



Checking the authenticity of lab report



Certified copy of the report from the approved laboratory on the results of the rabies 
antibody test:

• Call or email the lab to authenticate the report; (or use the online checking facility if 

available)

• It can be checked from the report that the level of antibodies in the serum is equal to, 

or greater than 0.5 IU/ml; 

• List of approved laboratories:

http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/liveanimals/pets/approval_en.htm

Other accompanying documents

http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/liveanimals/pets/approval_en.htm


•Together with the certificate, these documents should be attached:

• A certified copy of the vaccination and identification details of the animals concerned 

(note 6)

• A certified copy of the report from the approved laboratory on the results of the rabies 

antibody test, where applicable (note 7)

• A Pet EU Passport may be used as supporting documentation

Other accompanying documents



 Only be imported via Border Control Posts, approved to perform veterinary checks for the category of 

“O” species;

 Documentary, identity and physical checks in line with Regulation 2019/2130 to verify 

compliance with entry rules;

 ‘documentary check’ means the examination of the official certificates, official attestations and other 

documents including documents of a commercial nature, which are required to accompany the consignment

 ‘identity check’ means a visual inspection to verify that the content and the labelling of a consignment, including 

the marks on animals, seals and means of transport, correspond to the information provided in the official 

certificates, official attestations and other documents accompanying it;

 ‘physical check’ means a check on animals or goods and, as appropriate, checks on packaging, the means of 

transport, labelling and temperature, the sampling for analysis, testing or diagnosis and any other check 

necessary to verify compliance with the rules. (including welfare)

 Common Health Entry Document (CHED-A) is issued by official veterinarian. 

 Safeguard measures: Currently the only such measures are laid down in Decision 2006/146/EC

on certain protection measures with regard to certain fruit bats, dogs and cats coming from 

Malaysia and Australia

Controls at borders



•

Controls at borders

Documentary, identity and physical checks

Frequency of checks
Documentary, identity and

physical checks

DC, IC, PC at BCPs

BCPs authorised (Imp. 
Reg. 2019/1014)

Official Veterinarian

Prior Notification

24/4 hours (Imp. Reg. 
2019/2013)

Part I CHED-A/TNT (Reg. 
2019/1715)



•

Controls at borders

ENTRY

YES NO

Part II CHED-A/TNT

Customs release (art. 57 
OCR)

Rejection (art. 66 OCR)

Documentary, identity and physical checks

What to do? Impl. Reg. (EU) 2019/2130



• Import/transit control procedures

Article 18 of Delegated Regulation (EU) 2019/2124

Transits to be carried out at EU approved BCPs

 Same model of certificate

 Same procedures as imports

Transits and Transhipments

Health and
Consumers



Regulation (UE) nº 576/2013 + Regulation (UE) nº 577/2013

Health Certificate/EU pet passport

List of third countries  if TC is listed no antibody titration is required

Travellers´ Point of Entry

Documentary and Identity Check

Onward travel?

Non-commercial movements of dogs, cats, 
ferrets

Health and
Consumers
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Thank you!
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