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What are Invasive
Alien Species (IAS)?



What is an alien species?

'alien species' means any live specimen of a species, subspecies or

lower taxon of animals, plants, fungi or micro- organisms introduced

outside its natural range

'invasive alien species' means an alien species whose introduction or

spread has been found to threaten or adversely impact upon biodiversity

and related ecosystem services

'invasive alien species of Union concern' means an invasive alien

species whose adverse impact has been deemed such as to require

concerted action at Union level…



Legal basis

REGULATION (EU) No 1143/2014 
OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL of 22 October 2014

on the prevention and management of the introduction and 
spread of invasive alien species (I.A.S.)

RULES ON I.A.S.

NEED FOR A LIST OF I.A.S. AT EU LEVEL

POSSIBILITY OF PERMITS/AUTHORIZATIONS

STAFF INVOLVED IN BORDER CHECKS



INVASIVE SPECIES?
criteria to include invasive alien species on the Union list

 they are found to be alien to the territory of the Union (excluding the
outermost regions) 

 they are found to be capable of establishing a viable population and
spreading in the environment under current conditions and in 
foreseeable climate change conditions in one biogeographical region
shared by more than two Member States or one marine subregion

 they are likely to have a significant adverse impact on biodiversity or
the related ecosystem services, and may also have an adverse
impact on human health or the economy.

 it is demonstrated by a risk assessment that concerted action at
Union level is required to prevent their introduction, establishment or
spread

 it is likely that the inclusion on the Union list will effectively prevent, 
minimise or mitigate their adverse impact

Based on scientific evidence

REGULATION (EU) No 1143/2014 



Restrictions, permits & authorizations

Article 7 (1) of Reg. 1143/2014

 Restrictions: Placing in the market, including importation or 
transit is not allowed

Article 8 (1) of Reg. 1143/2014

 Permits: limited purposes (excluding placing in the market)
 research on IA, 
 ex-situ conservation of IAS
 Research on human health

Article 9 (1) of Reg. 1143/2014

 Authorizations: exceptional cases for reasons of public interest
 Issued by the Commission

Contained holding

REGULATION (EU) No 1143/2014 



COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING 
REGULATION (EU) 2016/145

adopting the format of the document serving

as evidence for the permit

REGULATION (EU) No 2016/145 



Staff involved in border checks

But why should these checks be done by border inspectors?

Article 15 (3) of reg. 1143/2014

3. ………. . . Where Union law on official controls already provides
for specific official controls at border entities in accordance with
Regulation (EC) No 882/2004 and Directives 91/496/EEC and
97/78/EC or at points of entry in accordance with Directive
2000/29/EC, ……………., Member States shall confer the
responsibility of carrying out the controls …………………to the
competent authorities tasked with those controls in accordance
with Article 4 of Regulation (EC) No 882/2004 ……… .

REGULATION (EU) No 1143/2014 



Which animals are concerned?

COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING REGULATION (EU) 

2016/1141 

adopting a list of invasive alien species of Union 
concern persuant to Regulation(EU) No. 1143/2014 of 

the European Parliament and of the council

Check for updates!



REGULATION(EU) 

1143/2014

Invasive alien species
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• Documentary check,          
identity check &        
physical check

Official
Border
checks

• Live animals

• Documentary check, 
identity check & 
physical check

• EVIDENCE OF A PERMIT

IAS checks

Border controls on IAS



EASIN



TRACES NT



CHEDA CHEDP

TRACES NT



Pets (Reg.1143/2014, art.31 & 32)

Private owners

Animals kept 
before being 

listed

Non commercial 
purposes

Commercial  
stocks

Sales after being 
listed: 1 year

Transfer to confined 
establishments/ex=situ 
conservation (2 years)

Racoon dog



HERPESTES JAVANICUS

PT, ES, FR, IT, CY, MT, GR, RO, 
BG, SI, HR, HU

Very high birth rate, major 
impact on biodiversity on 
Croatian islands, 
Rabies, Leptospiroses, major
damage in poultry herds

Javan mongoose

NASUA NASUA

FR, GR, IT, HR, PT, SI
Destroys bird nests (from protected 
birds); destroys agricultural crops 
and poultry herds

South american coati

CN-Code: ex 0106 19 00 

Uruguay

Pakistan

Endangered in 

some countries

UE listed 

as IAS



“Convention on

International Trade in 
Endangered Species of 
wild fauna and flora”



Why we need rules?



Main Objective

To ensure that international
trade in specimens of wild 

animals and plants does not
threaten the survival of the 

species in the wild.

1973 Drafted Entry into force (1975)



Each Member
State is Party to 
the agreement

Gaborone 
amendment

(1983)

The European
Union becomes

Party (2015)



What is covered by CITES?

Appendix I

Fauna

• 687 spp.

• 32 sspp.

Flora

• 395 spp.

• 4 sspp.

Appendix II

Fauna

• 5056 spp.

• 15 sspp.

Flora

• 32364 spp.

Appendix III

Fauna

• 202 spp.

• 14 sspp.

Flora

• 9 spp.

• 1 var.

Data as at 26 November 2019

≈32800 spp. of plants

≈5950 spp. of animals



Appendix I Appendix II Appendix III

Examples

What is covered by CITES?



Some important definitions

• (a) "Species" means any species, subspecies, or geographically

separate population thereof;

• (b) "Specimen" means:

(i) any animal or plant, whether alive or dead;

• (ii) in the case of an animal: for species included in Appendices I and 

II, any readily recognizable part or derivative thereof; and for species

included in Appendix III, any readily recognizable part or derivative

thereof specified in Appendix III in relation to the species; and





Council Regulation 
(EC) No. 338/97

(Basic regulation)

Regulation (EC)  865/2006

(Rules on implementation)

Regulation (EU) 792/2012

(Permits Regulation)

Regulation (EU) 2019/1587

(Suspension Regulation )

Wildlife Trade Regulations

Implementation in the EU



• All Appendix I

• Some Appendix  
II-III

• Some non-
CITES species

Annex A

• All other
Appendix II

• Some Appendix 
III

• Some non-
CITES species

Annex B

• All other
Appendix III 

(no EU 
reservation)

Annex C

• Appendix III 
with an EU 
reservation

• Some non-
CITES species

Annex D

Wildlife Trade Regulations

Implementation in the EU



Introduction
of certain
specimen
forbidden

General 
restrictions

Restrictions
relating to

certain
countries of 

origin

Implementation in the EU

Most recent restrictions: Regulation (EU) 2019/1587

Wildlife Trade Regulations

Suspension Regulation
(article 4.6, Regulation (EC) 338/97)



• Licensing system to control trade

– Import permits (Annex A and B)

– Export permits (Annex A, B and C)

– Import notification (Annex C and D)

– Certificates

HOW?
Wildlife Trade Regulations

• Introduction (import & transit)

• Export & re-export

• EU “internal trade certificate” (e.g. regularization of captive-bred
specimens.)

WHEN?

Implementation in the EU



WHERE?

Official

border

controls

CITES checks

POINTS 
OF ENTRY

BCPs

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/cites/pdf/Places_of_Introduction_and_Export_28-

01-2021_CLEAN.pdf

Wildlife Trade Regulations

Implementation in the EU



Import into the EU (general scheme)

• CITES 
Management 

Authority

• Export permit

NON-EU

• Application

Exporter

• Application

Importer

• CITES 
Management 

Authority

• Import permit

EU

IMPORT 

PERMIT

EXPORT 

PERMIT

IMPORT 

ALLOWED

(Annexes A & B)B Specimens: Export 

permit required when it is
also listed in Appendix II of 
CITES.



• Export 
certificate/certificate of 
origin

• Import notification
Annex C

• Import notificationAnnex D

Import of C & D specimens



Import certificates

CITES permit

TRACES NT



https://www.speciesplus.net

Where to find info on CITES



http://checklist.cites.org/

Where to find info on CITES



Where to find info on CITES

https://cites.org
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/cites/index_en.htm

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/cites/legis_refguide_en.htmReference Guide!



Examples

• Crocodile leather hat

bands

• Game trophies

• Food (caviar)

• Live fish Anguilla 

anguilla

• Live animals

Consignments of food, ABP or

live animals may be subjected

to CITES rules









Examples

Caviar labelling requirements





Special cases….

• Captive-bred and artificially-propagated specimens

• Pre-Convention/Regulation specimens

• Transits

• Personal and household effects (not applicable in live

animals)

• Exchange between scientists & scientific institutions.

• Personal ownership certificates (live animals, not for

commercial purposes)

• Musical instrument certificates

less strict 

rules



No restrictions

No CITES documentation at all is required for:

• small amounts of caviar (under 125g)

• crocodilian items (up to 4)

• queen conch shells (up to 3)

• dried sea horses (up to 4)

• giant clams (up to 3)
non-commercial

purposes

(Regulation (EC) 865/2006, art. 57-58) 



Legal trade of extinct species



Schreger lines Angles < 100 degrees

Mammoth ivory



EU Spotify

ec.europa.eu/

europa.eu/

@EU_Commission

@EuropeanCommission

European Commission

europeancommission

@EuropeanCommission

EUTube

Keep in touch

https://open.spotify.com/user/v7ra0as4ychfdatgcjt9nabh0?si=SEs1mANESea5kzyVy7HvDw
https://ec.europa.eu/
https://europa.eu/
https://twitter.com/eu_commission
https://www.facebook.com/EuropeanCommission
https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-commission/
https://www.instagram.com/europeancommission/
https://medium.com/@EuropeanCommission
https://medium.com/@EuropeanCommission
https://www.youtube.com/user/eutube
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